
I recently had a conversation with a 
new member. It was music to my 
ears, something I do not hear very 
often. This person came up and said 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ άtŀǎǘƻǊΣ L ŀƳ 
new and have been attending for a 
few months. In my last church I was 
very active so I wanted to lay low for 
a while when I came here. Now I am 
ready to get to work again. Tell me 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜΦέ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ōƭƻǿƴ 
away that I was speechless. I did not 
know what to say, except, let me get 
back to you. This person is now   
serving in the church. 

I was speechless because I usually 
hear the opposite when I approach 
members about helping out in 
church. They are either too busy, 
gone too much or not qualified for 
anything (this according to them). So 
ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ άtŀǎǘƻǊ L ŀƳ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜΚέ L 
jump for joy and do back flips! 

Volunteering in the church is benefi-
cial in so many ways. 1.) It helps 
lighten the load of those who are 
already helping and very over-
worked. 2.) It helps those who are 
being served. Think of the good that 
our volunteers in Community Service 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
help their clientele! 3.) It benefits 
those serving by giving them a sense 
of purpose and belonging in the local 
church. It helps cement their bond to 
the local fellowship. Those who do 
not volunteer are more likely to drop 
out over time since they have no 
ties. 4.) But most importantly,     
serving in the local body helps Jesus 
Christ. 

On one occasion Jesus looked 
around Him and saw the needs were 
overwhelming. Perhaps He felt    
exhausted. There were people all 
over the place with no one to help 
them.  Looking out over the          
multitude he asked his disciples to 
pray that God would send more 
workers because the harvest (needs) 
was plentiful but the workers 
(volunteers) were scarce (see       
Matthew 9:35-38). 

The needs at Central are great. Our 
volunteers are overworked and   
under staffed. I hear from them all 
the time that they need more help. 
They ask if I know of anyone who 
could help in their area. They tell me 
that they have asked people to help 
but get turned down. After awhile it 
gets discouraging and they stop   
asking. 

So as the New Year begins I am    
making an appeal to all friends and 
members of Central to please make 
2010 the year you step up and get        
involved. Consider lending a helping 
had. There are so many areas where 
your time and talents can be used. 
You can work from home, up front or 
behind the scenes; you can donate 
one or two hours a month or week. 
We need people who are highly 
skilled professionals as well as those 
with no skills whatsoever. Everyone 
is important and has a place in the 
local church. 

Volunteering is fun and rewarding. I 
currently volunteer in the juniors 
class and with praise music twice a 
month, and I am loving it! Try it. You 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻΦ      
Contact me ASAP to find out where 
you fit in. 

God bless and Happy New Year!  

Pastor Mike 
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The high school youth 
group at Central has a 
new name!  Teen   
Central.  This is a great 
group of kids that are 
thinking about others 
and what they can do 

in their own lives to be externally              
focused.  The group recently decided to raise 
funds to send animals to low income        
communities in other countries.  They have 
chosen to pay for three Gift Arks, and set a 
goal to raise $15,000 to support Heifer    
International.   

 The Heifer Gift Ark offers hope worldwide 
to families who are poor and hungry. They 
will help families start on a journey to fulfill a 
seemingly impossible dream - to secure food 
and a source of dependable income. Each 
family who receives livestock will pass on 
one or more of the animal's offspring to 
other families who are in need in their    

community. Every gift will multiply for years 
to come. Imagine how their gift could change 
the world. Two cows bring milk and income 
to a Russian village. Two sheep help families 
produce wool. Two camels help families in 
Tanzania earn income by transporting      
agricultural and industrial materials. Two 
oxen pull plows and carts in Uganda. Two 
water buffalo help Cambodian families     
increase rice production through animal 
draft power. And that's just the first five sets 
of animals. Each ark provides 15 pairs of  
animals to change lives. 

What a wonderful way to bring joy to the 
world!  Please help support our youth by 
encouraging them and helping them to make 
a difference in people's lives! 

Childrenõs Sabbath  by Julie Wallewein 

Central Church will be celebrating /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Sabbath on February 6th.  This yearly        
program is designed to promote awareness 
ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
meeting their needs as a church. During the 
main church service, the children and youth 
of Central will be responsible for the        
majority of the program for the adults in the 
sanctuary including the music, call to       
worship, and the sermon.   

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ά²Ŝ 
²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ DƻΗ ΦΦΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
[ƻǾŜΗέ This is according to the Great       

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ άWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ 
ΨDƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ 
bŜǿǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗΩέ όaŀǊƪ мсΥмрΣ L/.ύ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀōōŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
by the NAD to dedicate and challenge our 
children, youth and their parents, to answer 
ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ άDƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
want to support our children in whatever 
God-inspired evangelism project God calls 
them to do, but first we must mentor them 
and show them how. Watch upcoming    
bulletins for inserts giving practical ideas.   

Remember Our Troops 

As we go into the 
New Year please 
remember that 
the cost of   
Freedom is not 
free. The recent 
attack on an 

American airline this past Christmas reminds 
us that we can not let our guard down in the 
war on terrorism.  

We are thankful for our men and women in 
uniform who are serving at home and 
abroad to endure our freedom and safety. 
Please remember to pray for our members 
who are out in the field or preparing to de-
ploy. Those currently serving in the war zone 
from Central are Jackie Smith, Zane Heavner 
and Ishmael Darjean. 


